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Summer School:  Challenges and opportunities for social protection policy  
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The Social Protection Research Innovation Awards (SPRIA) are financed by the Department of Social 
Protection. The research innovation awards are designed to inform the future development of social 
protection policies in line with the Programme for Government and the Europe 2020 Strategy. The awards 
are also intended to build research capacity and knowledge on social protection issues. The Department of 
Social Protection wishes to fund a summer school that will create an environment in which academic and 
policy debates about social protection can be brought together. 
 
The social and economic impacts of the economic recession in Ireland and in Europe have increased the 
pace and scale of social protection and social welfare system reforms, already underway at the start of the 
crisis. As Ireland and Europe begins to emerge from crisis to post-recession, it is time to reflect and assess 
the significant shifts in social protection systems and examine the opportunities and challenges of these 
reforms going forward. Summer school topics could include the following: exploring the influence of macro-
economic and global change on social protection systems; review new and emerging social policy debates 
and their relevance for social protection policy; examine the financial constraints arising from fiscal 
consolidation and demographic change, and consider new approaches to improve the effectiveness and 
efficiency of welfare services.  
 
The outcomes for the summer school should be:  

 Identification of the opportunities and challenges presented by recent reform for social protection policy; 

 Sharing of knowledge and experiences of these amongst participants;  

 Building capacity, through this shared knowledge and experience and through coursework, to be able to 
recognise and respond to potential impacts of the reforms going forward;  

 To provide an on-going resource for other stakeholders, for example by establishing a repository of 
presentations and papers, hosting a website, etc.   

 
The audience for the summer school should be academics and researchers in social protection, senior 
management in the Department of Social Protection and other relevant Government Departments, and 
other stakeholders who inform policymaking and social policy developments, including experts in NGOs, 
Government bodies and policy advisers. 
 
Call documentation (including Terms and Conditions) are available from the 1st August 2013 at 
http://www.research.ie/funding/research-project-grants-scheme-2013-now-openT  
 
The closing date for applications is 17th September 2013.  Frequently Asked Questions are available on 
the IRC website www.research.ie . Further questions (only) should be emailed to: schemes@research.ie.    


