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Availability of Assistance with Matching Funding for Projects funded by European 
Commission under the Social Protection/Social Inclusion Strand of the 

PROGRESS Axis of the Programme for Employment and Social Innovation 2014-
2020 

 
 
Funding available in 2014:   €75,000 
 
Administered by: Social Inclusion Division 

Department of Social Protection 
 

Deadline for receipt of applications: Any time in 2014 up to a closing date of 
21st November. 

 
 
1. What is The EU Programme for Employment and Social Innovation 2014-

2020 (EaSI)? 
The EU Programme for Employment and Social Innovation 2014-2020 (EaSI) 
was established to contribute to the implementation of the Europe 2020 Strategy, 
including its headline targets, integrated guidelines and flagship initiatives, by 
providing financial support for the Union’s objectives in terms of promoting a high 
level of quality and sustainable employment, guaranteeing adequate and decent 
social protection, combating social exclusion and poverty and improving working 
conditions.  
 
The Programme incorporates and extends the coverage of three existing 
Programmes: 

 Programme for Employment and Social Solidarity (PROGRESS); 

 European Employment Services (EURES); 

 European Progress Microfinance Facility. 
 
The Programme aims to play a key role in terms of supporting: 

 the Union policies and law, to promote evidence-based policy-making, 
social innovation and social progress, in partnership with the social 
partners, civil society organisations and public and private bodies  

 voluntary geographical mobility for workers on a fair basis and 
contributing to a high level of quality and sustainable employment 
information exchanges and dissemination and other forms of cooperation, 
such as cross-border partnerships; 

 access to, and the availability of, financing for vulnerable persons and 
support the development of the social investment market and facilitate 
access to finance for social enterprises. 

 
2. What is the PROGRESS Axis? 

PROGRESS is one of three separate axes of EaSI. Social Protection/Social 
Inclusion is one of three separate strands of this PROGRESS axis along with an 
Employment Strand and a Working Conditions Strand. 
 
PROGRESS was established to support financially the implementation of the 
objectives of the European Union in employment, social affairs and equal 
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opportunities.  It targets Member States, local and regional authorities, public 
employment services and national statistics offices. Specialised bodies, 
universities and research institutes, as well as the social partners and non-
governmental organisations, can participate.  The EU Commission selects the 
projects to fund either through calls for tender or calls for proposals under the 
parent EaSI Programme. It provides a maximum of 80 per cent co-financing, with 
some exceptions. 
 
For the period 2014-2020, the PROGRESS axis of EaSI will continue its current 
activities (analysis, mutual learning and grants) and will have a specific budget 
for social invocation and social policy experimentation. 
 

3. Who Manages PROGRESS? 
 

D.G. Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities in the European 
Commission has full responsibility for the management and direct implementation 
of the Community actions covered by the PROGRESS Axis of EaSI.  
 
Calls for proposals and tenders in respect of PROGRESS are published through 
the relevant channels by D.G. Employment, Social Affairs and Equal 
Opportunities Units. Details of these, and more general information about EaSI 
and PROGRESS, are given on the DG Employment, Social Affairs and Equal 
Opportunities webpages at the following location:  
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=629&langId=en 

 
 
4 What is Matching Funding? 

As noted above, groups/organisations which receive co-financing under 
PROGRESS receive a maximum of 80 per cent funding.  They are required to 
make up the remaining funding (up to 20 per cent) themselves, either from their 
own resources or from funding received from other sources such as partners or 
national organisations. This is known as matching funding. 
 
The funding available in 2014, as described above, is intended to assist Irish 
groups/organisations that have received funding for a project under the Social 
Protection/Social Inclusion Strand of the PROGRESS Axis of EaSI, to meet their 
matching funding requirements. 

 
 
5. Who is eligible to apply? 

(i) Groups/organisations/partners based in Ireland that have received 
funding approval in 2014 for a project under the Social Protection/Social 
Inclusion Strand of the PROGRESS Axis of EaSI and 

(ii) Who require assistance in reaching their matching funding of up to 20 per 
cent of the overall project costs. 

 
 

6. When is the closing date for applications? 
Applications may be considered at any time in 2014 up to a closing date of 21st 
November. 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=624&langId=en
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=629&langId=en
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=629&langId=en
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7. How much funding is available? 

In 2014, there will be €75,000 available in total.  Applications may be submitted 
for up to 100 per cent of the matching funding requirement however, decisions on 
any award of funding will be made with regard to the overall number of suitable 
applications received.  This may result in successful applicants being awarded 
sums less than the amount applied for. 
 

8. What is the application format? 
Applications for PROGRESS matching funding must be formally submitted in 
writing to: 
 
Department of Social Protection 
Social Inclusion Division 
Gandon House 
Amiens Street 
Dublin 1 
 
Applications should be marked “PROGRESS Matching Funding” and include the 
following information: 
 

 Confirmation of the approval/award of funding under the Social 
Inclusion/Social Protection Strand of PROGRESS 

 Details of the funded project and all project partners – including project 
objectives along with projected delivery methodology, outcomes and 
timeframes 

 Details of the EU funding approved/awarded and the matching funding 
required. 

 A break-down of the projected costs that the matching funding is to cover 

 If the amount applied for is less than 100 per cent of the matching funding 
requirement, details of the source of the remaining matching funding must 
be provided 

 Details of key project team members in the applicant 
group(s)/organisation(s), specifically the team leader and the financial 
controller. 

 Contact details for the group/organisation: this should include a contact 
person, phone number, address and email address.  As primary contact 
with this Department will be by email (unless otherwise agreed), please 
ensure that any email address provided will remain active and monitored 
for the duration of the project. 

 
Please see Note 1 below for information regarding the format of applications for 
assistance with matching funding. 

 
9. How will the funding be allocated? 

Stage 1: Applications will be assessed based on whether they meet 
eligibility and suitability criteria. Those applications which do not 
will be deemed ineligible for further assessment. 
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Stage 2: Funding will be allocated on a pro-rata basis based on any other 
applicants or likely applicants in 2014.  Priority may be given to 
applications from those organisations that have not received this 
type of assistance in previous or recent years. 

 
10. Requirements for successful applicants 

(i) Successful applicants will be required to sign a commitment to provide a 
project report and detailed expenditure breakdown within 12 months of 
receipt of any top up funding and at the end of the project. 

 
Applicants should note that the Department reserves the right to request 
interim project and expenditure reports during the period from the date of 
award of funding to the end of the project. 
 
Successful applicant will be required to provide a summary end of project 
report outlining project outcomes, results and impacts, achievement of 
project aims/objectives, etc. 

 
(ii) It is a condition of awarding this funding that successful applicants 

comply with Tax Clearance Procedures as laid down by the 
Department of Finance Circular 44/2006. Information about applying 
for a Tax Clearance Certificate (TCC) is available on: 
http://www.revenue.ie/en/online/tax-clearance.html. 

 

http://www.revenue.ie/en/online/tax-clearance.html
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Note 1: Format of Application 
 
Applications should be in the form of a letter from the applicant group/organisation and 
must contain all of the following information: 
 
 

 Information Required: 
 

Comment: 

1. Confirmation of the approval or award of 
funding under the Social Inclusion/Social 
Protection Strand of PROGRESS. 

Provide a copy of correspondence from 
the EU Commission confirming the 
award 
 

2. Details of the EU funding awarded and 
the matching funding required 
 

Ensure that figures are provided for 
both types of funding 

3. Details of the funded project – including 
projected outcomes and timeframes 
 

This should be brief and in bullet point 
format 

4. A break-down of the projected costs that 
the matching funding is to cover 
 

This should be provided in table format 
and broken down by cost type such as; 
staff costs; operational/administration 
costs and specific project costs, etc. 
 

5. If the amount applied for is less than 100 
per cent of the matching funding 
requirement, please provide details of the 
source(s) of the remaining matching 
funding. 
 

This should include the name(s) of the 
source(s) and the amount of funding to 
be provided by each. 

6. Details of all project partners, as 
appropriate 
 

This should include the name of each 
group/organisation and the relevant 
contact person 

7. Details of key project team members in 
the applicant group/organisation, 
specifically the team leader and the 
financial controller 
 

This should include name, phone 
number; address and email address. 

8. Contact details for the group/organisation  This should include a contact person, 
phone number, address and email 
address.  As correspondence with this 
Department will be primarily be by 
email (unless otherwise agreed), 
please ensure that any email address 
provided will remain active and 
monitored for the duration of the 
project. 
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Note 2: Breakdown of Funding & Reporting  
 
1. Breakdown of Funding 
 

With regard to the matching funding assistance provided by this Department, 
each successful applicant must provide a full schedule and breakdown of 
expenditure.  It should be in table format and include the following information.  

 A copy of the breakdown of projected expenditure by cost type such as; staff 
costs; operational/administration costs and specific project costs, etc., as 
included in the original application to European Commission for funding. 

 
2. Expenditure Reports 
 

A condition of the granting of this assistance is that each successful applicant 
must provide a report of expenditure for any matching funding provided by 
Department of Social Protection in accordance with funding breakdown outlined 
above: 
(a) within 12 months of receipt of any top up funding and; 
(b) at the end of the project; 
(c) or at any time during the period from the date of award of funding to the end 

of the project if an interim project and/or expenditure report is requested by 
the Department. 
 

The expenditure reports should include details of: 

 The activities funded by the approved assistance. 

 A breakdown of actual expenditure by cost type. 

 Any change to the activities outlined in the original funding application. 

 The contribution made by these activities towards the overall project 
objectives. 

 An explanation of any difference between projected and actual expenditure 
for any cost type. 

 An explanation for any movement of expenditure from one cost type to 
another. 

 
The expenditure reports must include a certified statement to the effect that 
funding was used in accordance with the terms and conditions and intended 
purpose of the award. 
  

3. End of Project Report 
 

A condition of the granting of this assistance is that each successful applicant 
must provide a summary end of project report outlining project outcomes, results 
and impacts, achievement of project aims/objectives, etc. 


