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	Background Note

The Office for Social Inclusion, situated in the Department of Social and Family Affairs, has overall responsibility for developing and driving implementation of the National Action Plan against poverty and social exclusion. One of the functions of the Office is to revise the current poverty proofing guidelines. Poverty proofing was introduced in 1998 as a result of a commitment in the first National Anti-Poverty Strategy and is the process whereby Government policies and programmes are assessed at design and implementation stages in relation to their impact on poverty and on inequalities which are likely to lead to poverty, with a view to poverty reduction.

The existing guidelines were produced in 1999 to assist Government Departments in carrying out poverty proofing exercises. The guidelines were reviewed by the National Economic and Social Council (NESC) in 2001. The review, which took account of the experience of operating poverty proofing, made a number of recommendations to strengthen the proofing process. 

The Office for Social Inclusion has now drafted a revised set of guidelines for what will in future be termed Poverty Impact Assessment. The change of name is intended to make clear that the emphasis in the process should be on outcomes. 

The revised guidelines are based on the NESC recommendations and on the results of a process of consultation with users of the guidelines and with other relevant stakeholders.


	The purpose of this seminar is to present the new draft guidelines and to discuss them with stakeholders as part of an ongoing consultation process. 

As well as the presentation of the poverty proofing review and the draft guidelines the seminar will feature speakers from the following organisations whose work on various proofing processes has relevance to the work on poverty proofing;

· The Office Of The First Minister and Deputy First Minister (Northern Ireland) will provide an overview of the high level impact assessment carried out on public expenditure bids in Northern Ireland;

· The Combat Poverty Agency will present the results of work on poverty proofing at a local level;

· The Equality Authority will review the results of pilot work carried out on the development of an integrated proofing process;

· The Health Services Executive will provide an overview of the new Health Impact Assessment process which has been introduced.

The results of the seminar discussions will feed into the production of the version of the new Guidelines which will shortly thereafter be formally introduced. The Guidelines will of course be subsequently updated to take account of experience of their actual operation.  
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Seminar Programme
09:00

Registration



Tea/Coffee

09:30

Introduction 


Orlaigh Quinn, Principal, Office for Social Inclusion - Chair

9.45

Invited Speakers: 

                        “Overview of Impact Assessment in Northern Ireland”

Pauline Millar, Office of First Minister and Deputy First Minister 

Northern Ireland



“Poverty Proofing at Local Level”



Helen Johnston, Director of Combat Poverty Agency



“The Development of Integrated Proofing”

Carole Sullivan, The Equality Authority 



“Health Impact Assessment”



Dr. Catherine Hayes, Health Services Executive  



10.45

Q & A session



11.00

Tea & Coffee

11.20

Results of Poverty Proofing Review and new Draft Guidelines 

Eamonn Moran, Office for Social Inclusion

12.00               Plenary discussion

12.45

Conclusions 

Gerry Mangan, Director, Office for Social Inclusion 

13.00

Buffet Lunch
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Registration Form
(Please use CAPITAL LETTERS)

NAME     ______________________________________________________________

ORGANISATION______________________________________________________

JOB TITLE____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

TEL______________ FAX_______________ E-MAIL_________________________

WILL YOU ATTEND LUNCH FOLLOWING THE SEMINAR?   Yes____ NO_____

SPECIAL DIETARY REQUIREMENTS   __________________________________

Please return this form by Monday, 17 October 2005 to Joe Lee at:

Office for Social Inclusion

Department of Social and Family Affairs

1st Floor, Áras Mhic Dhiarmada

Store Street

Dublin 1

Tel:         01-704 3851

Fax:         01-704 3032

e-mail:     Joseph.Lee@welfare.ie

Places at the Seminar are limited so advance booking is essential and must be made only on this registration form and returned by post, fax or e-mail.  You will only be contacted about your booking in the event of places being unavailable.  Otherwise assume your booking is confirmed.

Wynn’s Hotel Dublin is located on Lower Abbey Street, just off Lower O’Connell Street. [See attached map]  Parking is available in nearby Marlborough Street Car Park and the Irish Life Centre Car Park.  The LUAS stops at Middle Abbey Street.  Connolly Train Station and Bus Aras is also a short distance from Wynn’s Hotel. Further details available on hotel website: www.wynnshotel.ie 

Location of Wynn’s Hotel
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